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By Araceli Mejia

CLS Alumni 6 Among the many programs that Chican@ and Latin@ Studies
gram (CLSP) support, this semester we sponsored a unique c i
event entitled, OMusic and Dan§ wh
CLS Graduates 7 and within our Communitieso. : mu
and performance by thgrocha@roup Son del Centro.
Sondel Centios as a canpadiaroand cafaradasvho are®
Fall Courses 9 students, musicians, activists unit

various parts of Santa Ana, California. Santa Ana is a predomi
migrant community geographically located in the center of one of
wealthiest counties in the United States, Orange County. In light OM e
interesting juxtaposition and the cultural needs of the Santa Ana c@fom left to right) Luis Sarmiento, Salvador Sarmiento,
munity, Son del Centarovides youth with the opportunity to exploreEsmeralda Rodriguez, Jorge F. Rodriguez and Pedro Lopez.
Mexican traditions, creativity and consciousness throwgim jarocho

music. Inspired by thdarochgroups from Veracruz, Mexico, the group recreates music in verse and dance frasorthe
jarochdradition, a multicultural mix of Spanish, African, and indigenous influences. Once a fading musical tradition, it ha:
been regenerated by El Centro Cultural de Mexico in Santa Ana. El Centro Cultural de Mexico is an important commu-
nity center because it provides a place where cultural, educational, and artistic activities strengthen and validate the
identities of its community members.
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By: Eder J. Valle

L] L] Today is yet another day where | am being

‘ h I Ca u IVO C ads.d by the school, friends and myself to undet-
- gPchallenge to major in the sciences as a Latino.
As a Latino student majoring in sciences, | struggle with

classes, selisteem and the constant reminder that |

might fail the next exam. | can only speak for myself, but | can attest to the mental process of an under-
graduate Latino majoring in the science and engineering fields.

Before | begin, | would like to define where | am coming from; | am ad#seration college

student who went to one of the worst high schools in Los Angeles, CA. All my life | have been told that
| could accomplish something in life. As a high school student | never really considered going to a univer-
sity, mainly because | knew that it would be difficult, unwelcoming and stressful. However, the fear of
becoming one of the negative statistics as an ¢
to pursue higher education. It has been four long years and to this day | continue to struggle with the
idea that | dondét belong in the science fiejld.
embedded long ago by the educational system. | may be one of the few Latino students that thinks and
ot feels this way, but nonetheless | believe others can relate to this situation. Given the many obstacles that

~ Latinos have to overcome to succeed in higher education, it comes as no surprise that many of us may
L T | secretly experience feelings of depression.

AND YET | AM STILL HERE. This semester | have prepared myself for exams. Before school began, | was anxious, pe
haps excited, for school to start because | really felt that | was prepared for classes and exams. | find it funny to&imycst-

Eder J. Valle quaintances tell me that | study too much, but | never tell them that | study a lot to barely pass. As | write this bsiiciggle
and Erika with breaking into tears. | have dedicated myself tots.lt he
have done this because of fear of failure, fear of disgrace and most importantly because | have no future back honteiddiase §
Goeckner and failed; | have found other resources to aid me in my journey and yet | still have failed. | have cried and evenhihaudytupa
ping out.
fundraising for AND YET | AM STILL HERE. | havendét dropped out bechaus
. . trusted me with their money to succeed, but most importantly | trust myself to achieve and to strive higher for my fargish-m
d'VerS'ty lings and for myself. Most of the time when | speak to students that are not in the science fields | get a negative enusitiohat
maybe | should become a liberal arts major. When think about it, | get discouraged. | get discouraged because | knove that the
BRG] Rl arendt many Latinos in science. | struggle because |Inecam ot
tions with other Latinos so | can focus on my grades. Although this has been challenging, | managed to maintain a asithection
the Latino student community by participating in thenodatin

This source of support has enabled me to maintain my sanity and the encouragement to pursue my goals. Being a Latinal studel
majoring the sciences is challenging, however | continue to move forward knowing that overcoming this struggle wié paye th
for other Latino students to pursue the sciences. Ultimatelwill attain what | have been looking and fighting for.

AND YEAH | WILL BE HERE, UNTIL | CAN SAEN VERDAD S| SE PUDO!

Armando Since moving to California in January 2007 -
Armando Xavier Mejia has been busy applying for di

is the first sertation grants and fellowships and teaching fiare W h e re m‘l I l a m O

in the Chicano/a and Latino/a Studies and Sociology at

UW-Madison California State University, Long Beach. Besides teaching

Armando has also begun fieldwork for his dissertation, which is a study of comntasiég political organizi

graduate student for environmental justice among the urban poor in Southern California. The study examines the organi

strategies employed by leimcome residents to contest environmental pollution in their communities an
to receive a influence the outcome of local environmental policy and planning.

During the summer of 2007, Armando will be a Multicultural Teaching Fellow in the Departmg
Sociology at the University of Missouri at Columbia, where he will teach a course on social problems an
policy, and mentor students. Armando was selected in a national competition for this fellowship, and is
UW-Madison graduate student ever selected for this program. During the -2008 academic year, Armandg |
Fellow Award. plans to complete his fieldwork in Los Angeles, return to Madison to complete his doctoral studies, and b%,@ox Mejia
career as a professor focusing on urban studies and public policy, Chicano/Latino politics and sociology, social
movements, and the political economy of immigration. He sends his warm California hellos to everyone in the Chicano@ & Latin@
Studies Program, and looks forward to keeping in touch with students, faculty and staff.

Multicultural

Teaching

Armando has provided valuable services to the CLS program since 1998 as a lecturer and mentor to our students.

REGENERACION
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By: Vanessa C. Palomino

In the Life of a Lambda Lady......

quicker than a blin of an eye. Looki

back, | realize that | have had a lot
amazing experiences. One of the most significant experiences has been being a sister of Lambda Theta Alpha Latin
(LTA). | became a sister of LTA in the fall of 2004. Since then, this organization has enabled me to work with ane
group of ladies in my quest to achieving high levels of academic excellence and overall success. | have had the cl
numerous leadership positions in LTA, including my current role as Chapter President. Taking these highly active
allowed me to grow as a person; learning about myself and what | am capable of doing.

having

Time management is one of the many skills that | have developed over my undergraduate years. Betwe
organizational meetings, working at a fsehool, attending class, doing homework, fulfilling family obligations, and malen
for myself, life can get a bit hectic at times. The key is to prioritize, organize and take deep breaths (having a plgsiner
too!). | have also been blessed to have developed great relationships with students, staff and faculty that have qon% hrgqlr:mrf;'j;j nt::r/;n:::
encouraged me and offered me many opportunities in my college career. Above all, the passion that | have develgpgd ,f%, in HDSE and a
everything that | do is what has kept me going. CLS certificate!

A few words of advice for incoming students: get involved, we are all here for academics, but there is only so much
you can |l earn in the classroom. Dondt | et anyone trell you that you c
you and care about your success. Lastly, things always happen for a reason, so never give up!

By: Leon Carlos Miranda & Matt Smith
This spring break, Action for Environmental Justice (AEJ)
A n A I te rn at s had the opportunity to travel to New Orleans to initiate an alternative
7 — spring break program that focuses on environmental justice. We estab-
~ lished contacts in the lower ninth ward of New Orleans to facilitate a
- partnership between students who are interested in assisting with jthe
rebuilding process and the Holy Cross Neighborhood Association

~ (HCNA). HCNA takes a community service approach to assist resi-
dents of the lower § ward to rebuild of their homes. While at New,

Spring Brez/

ronmental justice field research by speaking with different ethnicfor-
ganizations to gain insight of the issues affecting New Orleans. Injcon-
. junction with members of HCNA, we identified areas where key envi-
I ronmental justice issues take place. Although there are many significant
I . ) issues that impact the different ethnic communities of New Orledhs,
Holy Cross Neighborhood . . . e .
r e a,n S . o some of the salient issues included gentrification, the protection of the

Association | . R R
migrant population, and the continued challenges that residents face.

IN New

We came to find that rebuilding homes is not the biggest
issugfacing the communltles of the city. The most important justice

Not just for BOurboN.SIeEL: . b wueimi i+

the populatlon was displaced, fewer than 2,000 of the 17,000 pre
Katrina residents have returned. Talking with lowét @ard commu-
nity members, they indicated that the most frustrating p&sitrina reality is the lack of government money being allocatethésé who need it, and the
lack of families returning to New Orleans. There are many other important issues such as the cost of food. In the Towegsrédominately African
American neighborhood, milk is sold for nine dollars and a small wheglie$drescdor six dollars. However beer and cigarettes remain affordable.
Other observations that we made are related to the conditions of the migrant worker population. Many workers have moveddty thnd have been
involved in the rebuilding of businesses and homes. Much of the work they do is dangerous and they are provided withdiftieotection. We were
also informed by the HCNA that the workers toil all day without protective face masks resulting in respiratory damage &amvttust. When they go,
home to their families they inadvertently bring the dust from their clothes into their homes, often spreading it throughylauith the children clothes.
In addition to these observations, this experience helped bridge our understanding of conservationist ideals with Soeigdguss. For

instance, we visited the Cypress Swamps near Lake Pontchasmaihwe went on a boat tour to learn about the local ecological conditions. The profes-

sor who provided the tour informed us that for every two miles of swampland you can lower a storm surge by one foot, aadfotwo miles of
Cypress swampland you can reduce the surge by two feet. The swampland serves as a natural protection from storm sulgreastaubaautiful piece
of nature for the surrounding communities. Our experience with the AEJ group has reinforced our sense for the need tdbtingnare awareness
for social change to underserved communitiéa particular in the lower 9 ward. We hope other students take advantage of the opportunities that are
provided by alternative spring break programs such as the one offered by AEJ.

*AEJ is a student organization created to address environmental justice issues nationally and in areas around the d.Bofllenxica
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Chican@ & Latin@
Faculty

Mary Beltran

Assistant Professor of Communication Art:

mcbeltran@wisc.edu

Ned Blackhawk
Associate Professor of History &
American Indian Studies

nblackhawk@wisc.edu

Alda Blanco
Professor of Spanish
ablanco@wisc.edu

Birgit Brander -Rasmussen
Assistant Professor of English
bbranderrasm@wisc.edu

Nan Enstad
Associate Professor of History
nenstad@wisc.edu

Jim Escalante
Professor of Art & Art Education
jaescala@education.wisc.edu

Alberta M. Gloria
Professor of Counseling Psychology
agloria@education.wisc.edu

Camille Guérin -Gonzales
Professor of History
cgueringonza@wisc.edu

Susan Lee Johnson
Associate Professor of History
sljiohnson5@wisc.edu

Consuelo Lopez -Springfield
Assistant Dean of Academic Affairs
cspringf@wisc.edu

Sandra Magafa
Assistant Professor of Social Work
magana@waisman.wisc.edu

Benjamin Marquez
Professor of Political Science
marquez@polisci.wisc.edu

Norma Saldivar
Associate Professor of Theatre & Drama
nsalvidar@wisc.edu

Francisco Scarano
Professor of History
fscarano@wisc.edu

Steve Stern
Professor of History
sjstern@wisc.edu

Lynet Uttal
Associate Professor of
Human Development & Family Studies
luttal@wisc.edu

CLS Faculty News and Ac

Mary Beltran Consuelo Lépez -Springfield

Professor Beltran is working on a # |
second book project, asCamilla ¢,
Fojas and Professor Beltran received

Is the recipient of the 2007 Norman Bas-
sett Award for Outstanding Achievement

in Student Service&lso, she is now Acting

a book contract from New York " Director of the Letters and Science Advis-
University Press for an anthology ing Center which provides faculty advising
that they editing of scholarship on to first and second year L&S studentShe is also the
mixedrace representation, romances, and families inAssistant Dean for Préaw and PreéHealth Advising for
Hollywood film, U.S. television, and in star publicity campus.She is on the Executive Board of the Midwest
texts. The book, with the working title The book, with  Association of Prd.aw Advisors (newsletter editor) and

the working title of Mixed Race Hollywood: Multiracial- the President of the Student Personnel Association at UW
ity in Film and Media will be published in early-Madison.In addition, to her role as dean, Dr. Lépez

2008. Lastly, Dr. Beltran is has a manuscript in pro- Springfield teaches in Women's Studies and Chicano/a
gress. The manuscript, Hollywood Latinidad: Latino/aLatina/o StudiesThis fall, she will present a paper at the
Stardom and U.S. Transformations (working title), isLatin American Studies Association Conference in Quebec,
about the evolution of Latino and Latina stardom in U.S.Canada.The title is "American GulagsA Caribbean Femi-
film and television since the 19203his advanced con- nist Perspective."
tract is with University of Illinois Press.

Francisco Scarano

Professor Scarana has a book under contf
with University of North Carolina Press fi

Ned Blackhawk
Dr. Ned Blackhawk has been

awarded the Frederick Jackson 2008 delivery. Thi s €
Turner Award for his 2006 book Masquerades. Peasants,. Politics, and Id. | :
| entitled, "Violence over the Land in Puerto Rico and its Diagpor
Indians and Empires in the Early
American West". This award is offered by the Organi-
zation of American History which annually recognizes ‘ Steve J. Stern
the best first book of the year written in American g
History. r The Shimon Weisz Fellowship is a new
] award established by Professor Stern and his
Alberta M. Gloria = W|fe, Professor Florencia Mallon. The fellow-
Professor Alberta M. Gloria was hol ship is to honor Dr.  Ste
Wei sz, who survived |[the

ored as the 2007 Outstanding Womg
of Color Award for the UW Madison g
campus. This award is offered to f
ulty help promote to advancement
women and who have created positive changes at theity-
institutional level. She is also the recipient of 2007

Charles and Shirley Thomas Award offer to those who

help promote student mentorship and development.

This award is offered by Division 45, Society for the Professor Uttal implemented with comm
Psychological Study of Ethnic Minority issue through thenity programs and other organizatio

American Psychological Association. groups from UWMadison to help create
project that outreaches to the Latino co

munity. Last semester, Dr Uttal worke
along with other community members to provide support
through workshops to a group of more than 30 Latino
immigrants. Various topics were discussed including feel-
ings of isolation, and how the feeling can affect their par-
enting and efforts to beulturally raise their children, dur-
ing a workshop that is known aBlaticas The workshops
were held at St. Joseph's Church in Madison and they are
part of the Formando Laz&soject.

The award is available to dissertator students in the Latin
American and Caribbean history program demonstrate
their commitment to social justice, intelligence and solidar-

Lynet Uttal

Felicidadesto each of the CLS Faculty, who give
their time and energy to advance the
understanding of our communities.

REGENERACION
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Getting to Know Your

Professionally Redsonally

By: Cristina Springfield By: Léon Carlos Miranda
Professor Sandy Magaria recently received tenure from the Having spent many years on this campus | have heard theProfessor
University of WisconsifMadison and teaches in the School ahmes of various professors brought up between friendsBen Marquez

Social Work. Dr. Magafia wanted to be a social worker singsommates and other students or faculty. Among the names

high school, after witnessing how her best friend, a foster child, interacted withentioned most often is that of Dr. Ben Marquez. Known for his strong de-
her social worker. She later spent nine years doing community organizing, weianor, rigorous course load, and eccentric lectures, | felt it would be great for
ing with lowpaid domestic workers and later, farm workers. A Southern Calif@tudents to learn a little more about him.

Professor
Sandy Magarfia
Photo by Jeff Miller

?arlnil?es goiie:l vlvo\r/k ?n ’comatrmi.ties '(\)Afa::ogllof'31 In: f(:mjiliesr W?thscEiIZr(renCw:o l vlgr't B%nr N?a"sqltjezs s é p%?elssgr%fepo”ﬁcgl rsé:ie%cse an% E]:hqcan‘@oaﬁdl Lgtiﬁ@ o
develo ’mental disabilities ’ udies, at the UMMadison. He received his Ph.D. from UMadison and his
P ’ B.A. from the University of Texas at El Paso. He is one of the few professors on
campus that specifically focus on the political issues affecting the Latina/o com-
Cristina Springfield (CS): What kind of community organizing did you munity. As with many professors, one may think it is intimidating to approach
do after graduating from Sacramento State? someone like Dr. Marqgez, howgver after our convers.ation,.l realized that this
. ) ) o was not the case with him. Here is an excerpt from our interview.
Sandy Magafia (SM): With domestic workers, we were organizing to get bet-
ter wages for people who worked with the elderly and disabled in their homes
[...] We also organized a lot of benefits for the members like food and clothingéon Carlos (LCM): So tell us a little bit about yourself?
freg Iegal cI|n|c.s and medical clinics, things like that. [...] And then we_ had anProfessor Ben Marquez (BM): | study Chicano politics, political organiza-
office in San Diego, so | went there for a year and we were [...] organizing farm . . o s
. . . . tions, social movements, and in short those who are mobilizing for political par-
workers that pick strawberries and tomatoes in San Diego County. We were . . . ; . A .
helbing to start the Western Farm Workers Association ticipation and social change. | became the director of the Chicano Studies Pro-
ping ' gram in 1991 and held that position for 3 years. After which | became a full pro-
CS: And then how did you go from being an organizer to a professor? fessor.
SM: Volunteering for nine years and having no salary or anything, after a while&M: Who inspired you to become a professor?
you sgy, ok, Iwant to go into the real wgrld now. So | went and got my Masteém: I had a professor while attending the University of Texas at El Paso. He was
in social work at Cal State San Bernardino. [...] They had some really good pro- . . S . -
) Smart, energetic, crazy, and just so insightful. He taught American politics and the
grams to encourage students of color to go on for their Ph.D. [...] | thought, . ) . ) .
stuff really mattered, to him. | aﬁ!mlred that and it seemeﬂlllke a nice caree{. .
well, I et me go for my PhD. | f | go out and wor after my asters wonot
to go back. So | did. LCM: You have a book coming out soon, what is it about?
CS: What do you think students can or should do to support affirma- BM: The integration of Texas pOlitiCS after WWII. This is yet another example
tive action? of how I am getting paid to do what | e
SM: | think students of color should work with allies that are not students of LCM: What should a student do if he or she wishes to be successful in
color and really get a really strong base of support from White students and Your class?
really try to educate people about how affirmative action benefits fefibene- gp: Work hard, ask a lot of questions [and] have enthusiasm in the topic. | want
fits all students by having more diversity on canfipusore viewpoints to leamn gy, dents who posses some intellectual curiosity and show a desire to make sense
about, but also in terms of equity, and in being fair to people who are underrgg-the world.
resented and understanding how our merit system is not that equitable. ) o
LCM: Do you have any extracurricular activities?
CS: Do you feel that certificate students bring anything different to your classes? .
BM: Well, | am a second degree black belt in Japanese Karate.
SM: Definitely. [...] | really notice that when there are a lot of certificate stu- . oht
dents, especially Latino students. It really enriches the class because they btlfh L
lot of knowledge about their own experience and also the coursework that BM: | enjoy gardening, cooking, and baking. | really enjoy reading.
they c:) v e h 4alino cetificata stude:?ts bring the coursework.that LCM: So what is on your | -pod right now? .
theydéve had so theydre not coming in out of the blue, and it really helps
of the dialogue and discussion that we have in class. BM: Tupac Shakur disc one and two. Although, what | have on-podlis a bad
. . o . . indication of what | typically listen to, but my daughter let me borrow her i
CS: Since you will soon officially bf getting your tenure, what is your Tunes. So | have a lot of rap music like Tupac, 50 cent, Eminem and a lot of
next professional or personal goal Reggaeton. | really like Reggaetén! | like getting a sense of what my students are
(SM): Hmmmeé . That ds what | need to wlstngton. (laughs) [...] But | am trying
get a |l arge grant [. ] I dm working on a study of Latino families that ha
with autism. 1 dm doing a pilot study right now but | want to make it much
Thereds really nothing out there on that topic in terms of research and p
literature, and itds an important area.

Congratulations to Dr. Magafia for her professional accomplishments and her

work in highlighting the importance of Latino families.

Continue on page 11.
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Adelant€ LS Alumni

Natalie is from Milwaukee, Wisconsin and a recent graduate from-M&@dison. She received her degree

in Rehabilitation Psychology in 2006. Also, she was highlightesl @omunidatewspaper for being the

first Latina P.E.O.P.L.E. student to graduate from-WMdison. When inquired about the impact that the

CLS program had on Natalie, she described it as being a powerful and validating experience because she
learned more about her own community. As a result, she become more confident as a student. The
Latina/o faculty on campus also served as rol g
and providing her with confidence, the program enabled Natalie to bridge her interests of working on
behalf of Latinas with disabilities and their families within the Latino community. Consequently, it provided
Natalie with the confidence to advocate for her community. Finally, the CLS program provided a supppr-

| tive and familiar space. A space on campus that is reflective of her. Natalie just completed her first year as
a graduate student the Rehabilitation Psychology masters program avidilison.

~Natalie Orosco, RPS Class of 606

Luz Torres graduated in 2004 from UMadison with a triple degree in Zoology, Spanish, Latin American
Studies and a certificate in Chican@ & Latin@ Studies. While an undergraduate student, Luz also got mar-
ried and became a mother. Currently Luz serves as the Student Service Coordinator for the Office of Ad-
missions at UWMadison. In addition, she is a successful small business owner of 18 properties through-
out the city of Madison. Luz states that the CLS certificate prograas helped in every possible way; help-

these [CLS] ing her foster relationships with students as she serves to recruit Latina/o students to the UW campus.iin
classes along addition to build her relationships as she works as a real estate owner in her own community. Finally, taking
classes in CLS certificate has offer her awareness about herself in relation to her own family.

oThe knowledge
| gained from

with social sup-

port from friends
gave me the ex- ~Luz Torres, B.A. Class of 0604

tra strength | I came from Texas to attend UWadison and in my first year became aware off

needed to con- CLS program. Students who had already taken a Chicana/o & Latina/o Studiesiig
tinue through had suggested taking an introductory courd&hen | reflect on my experience, | a
adver i very glad | did. The knowledge | gained from these classes, along with the §
support from friends, gave me the extra strength | needed to continue througlEs
versity. It was very difficult to be far away from home and | doubted my choic
be on my own. It was a rough transition and | learned a lot about myself ang
power of knowledge.The knowledge of my history was very empowering and |
it gave me a sense of pride and directioknowing where | came from, Where‘qf. %
want to go and where | am now is very powerfult is through these experiences, .
that after graduating, | knew | wanted to help others by empowering them earlier inTiat is when | de-
cided to journey into Counseling Psychology program to become a school counselor. Today, my Chicana/o &
Latina/o Studies certificate hangs on my wall next to my Women Studies certificate, LGBT Studies certificate,
Art degree and hopefully soon my masters degree in Counseling.

Gilbert Villalpando

~ Gilbert Villal pando, B. A. Cl ass of 604
Gilbert was the 2004 CLS Valedictorian

REGENERACION



Congratulations to our CLS Gradl
December May pecembe] o

2006 Graduates 2007 Graduates

Valedictorian:

Richard Aguirre Megan Schaaf

Political Science & Legal Studies
Vanessa Arenas Sanchez
Womends Stud
Sandra Brasda
story & Women?d S
Jose G. Calixto Morales May 6 0}f7
Geography & LACIS
Jessica Chavez

Oswaldo Alvarez
LACIS & Political Science S8
Rebeca Buendia ——
Zoology & Women Studies Certific .
Rita Garcia Martinez
History & History of Science
Natanael Martinez
Business Management &
Human Resources & Marketing

Salutatorian:

Natanael Marting

N

Hi

Valedictorian:

Rebecca Muisenga Psychology Jessica Chave;
Spanish Sara Delgado Salutatorian:
Daniel Ojeda Spani sh & Wome “li e
History Marcela Garcia Sandra Brasda|
Chelsea Petersen EnglisiCreative Writing
Spanish Christina L.P.W. Johnson

Megan Schaaf

Political Science & International St
Vanessa Solis
Sociology & LACIS

Lauren Lopez
Political Science
Gerardo Mancilla

Ledn Carlos Miranda

Anthropology, AISP & Global Cultures Certificates

Elementary Education & Communication Arts T.V.

LACIS
Vanessa C. Palomino
HDSF
Aurelio Salazar
Spanish & LACIS
Kristie Barnick -Snyder
Zoology & English
———————————————————————————— -\ Let us know
Out and About in the Community: I | what you are
) . I up to!
CLS Students in Action :
1 Ana Béeserves as the Latina/o studentrepreseny Le - n Car | phstogphy was exhilbted in |
tative for the MSC Advisory Board. the 2007 Social Justice Conference at UW |
9 Zaynab Baalbaiki the recipient of the 2007 Regent Madison. |
Salas Academic Activist Award. 9 Cristina Springfiekteived the Leadership Award I
1 Gerardo Mancill@as accepted to several graduate for helping organizéa Mujer Latin@onference. |
programs including at UWadison and Harvard. Xiamora Vargas Apoigestudying abroad in France. I
i Carmen Mendozaill intern for Barak Obama this |
summer. J



